7-day Alaska Inside Passage Cruise
Ship: Golden Princess

Sailing date: September 13, 2008
Itinerary: Seattle round trip

Having cruised several times to many destinations and on several different cruise lines, | must say one of my favorites is
the cruise | escorted September 13, 2008. | had the pleasure of escorting a group of 30 people on the Golden Princess
cruise ship 7 day cruise to Alaska. Our group met at the airport and we flew to Seattle where we had a pre-night hotel
stay at the lovely Seattle Sheraton Downtown. Exploring Seattle was wonderful. Pike’'s Market was definitely a highlight
for all of us.

When we all boarded our bus transfer from the hotel to the pier the next morning, the excitement was mounting. We
were not disappointed when we saw the beautiful Golden Princess waiting for us in the harbor. With 109,000 gross
tonnages and a capacity of 2,600 passengers and 1,100 crew members; her decks towered towards the sky in all of her
splendor. We all spent the next day falling in love with our home away from home while cruising towards Alaska.
Princess truly exceeded our expectations from the staterooms to the crew to the fabulous food. Arrival in Juneau opened
up our eyes to the excursions we could choose from. Dog Sledding, Helicopter to the Glaciers, Canoeing, or just strolling
through the quaint town was just a few of our many options.

On the fourth day, we arrived in Skagway, an old gold mining town that to this day retains its charm. Most of the group
decided to do the White Pass and Yukon Railroad excursion. It was really nice to disembark the ship at the pier and
board the train immediately. We couldn’t believe the convenience! But a trip to Skagway would not be complete without
a visit to the historic Red Onion Saloon. The Red Onion Saloon was built in 1897 and operated as one of the “finest
bordellos” in Skagway. Time has changed, but this establishment seems to carry on the fun and history of the Gold Rush
Days. We cruised the Tracy Arm Fjord the next day to view the waterfalls, cliffs, and glaciers with our next port being
Ketchikan. The ship docked at the pier, and once again we realized the convenience of our cruise. Tour buses,
sightseeing float planes, fishing excursions, horse drawn carriages, and shopping lined the pier street. The Ketchikan
Walking Tour was the most popular excursion and there was no cost (except for maybe the SHOPPING!). With the
numbered guide map we picked up from the Visitor's Bureau, we learned the history and culture of this small, friendly
community at our own pace. Several popular attractions are located along the route, which starts downtown at the pier
area; including local museums, the infamous Creek Street, native cultural attractions, as well as plenty of shopping and
restaurants. The route can be walked in 60 minutes, but be sure to plan extra time to explore the sights and attractions.
Departing Ketchikan was sad, but we realized our cruise wasn't over yet. We had one more port. Victoria, B.C. was a
perfect ending to a perfect vacation. The group met at the Desert Rose restaurant on the day of disembarkation. We had
tall tales to tell. As we were all discussing our highlights, | realized it was too soon. No one was ready for this vacation to
end. | suggested we do another Alaska cruise, this time with a land tour to Denali Park aboard the Domed Rail Cars.
Everyone was so excited. Our group is going again! We have blocked group space for September 5, 2009 on the
Sapphire Princess; a 7 night Northbound cruise with a 4 night land tour including 2 nights at Denali, 1 night at Mt.
McKinley Lodge, and 1 night Anchorage.

Won't you come and join us? Be warned, you could become a cruise addict too! Choose from our escorted Alaska
cruises aboard the Star Princess in May/June 2009 o r how about traveling with me to explore the hidden places
in Alaska on a 12-day Alaska Direct to the Wilderne  ss cruisetour in September 2009! Call me today an  d ask for
more details.
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